A survey of transfusion practices among anesthesiologists.
A survey of transfusion practices was conducted among anesthesiologists practicing in the United States to determine if significant variation exists and to identify those areas toward which research and educational efforts should be directed. Thirty-seven percent (389) of 1,043 active members of the American Society of Anesthesiologists who received the survey responded. The indications for transfusion as well as the types of components administered were found to vary considerably. Among the areas which need to be addressed are arbitrary preoperative hemoglobin requirements, indications for fresh frozen plasma administration, preoperative blood ordering and autologous transfusion.